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September 1945 "5 03

The Secretary of State MR. BENTO?.

Department of State 0CT -1 1948

Washington, D. C. 2 &
PArrmenr o 515

Dear Mr. Byrnes:

Attached 1s a brief report we have rescently
prepared on the Research and Anelysis Branch of the
Qffice of Strategic Services. 4As it contains_a short
account of the background and activities of this

Branch, I bellisve 1t wlll be of iInterest to you.

Eiﬁarely,
s gt

‘ William J. Donovan
Director

TANT SECRE
&S i 1121

_;%:'ovb/; 10/

a2,



L RTY O Y Y
A U B L

. ) !L%i ! F‘ 'v'\-;?. Eg“ e
o B DTSN B

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE

The Research and Analysis Branch was established under
the Office of Coordinator of Information in July, 1941. To
provide and process information in the velume and quaelity de-
manded by global warfare, a staff of skilled academic personnel,
researchers and specialists was assembled, Today the Branch
roster numbers 800 orn duty in Washington and 400 overseas in
the Buropean and Far Eastern Theaters, “Customers" include
the Joint U, S. Chlefs of 8tafll, srmed forces headquarters and
T'ield commands, the State Department and other executive de-
partments, UNRRA, the War Crimes Commission and the FEA,

Beglnning with generallzed summary reports on foreign
countries, R&A shortly essumed responsibllity for the prepara-
tion of a major share of the Army's "MIS Strategic Surveys."

A predominént and sometimes exclusive rcle was p;ayed in the
productionzor the QNI Monographs" pertaining to the Pacific
Ialsnds, betailed topographlic studies were aslso developed.
The survey of North Africa Included a research project on

the regionél rallroads so comprehensive that it was ussd by
the U. 3. Army Engineers In the organization of North African
overland tfanaport. The studies on Normandy, Brittany end
Southern Prance were used in the preliminery invasion planning,
R&A has coﬁtributed one third of the work involved in the
preparation of Joint Army-Navy Intelligence Studlies {JANIS),
of which 24 have been completed to date;
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The Washington Branch, called upon from its earliest

days for speclalized reports for specific customers, pre-
pared analyses of politieal trends, synopses of current
opinion end biographles of enemy nationals. A series of
policy pepers were developed for the Joint Chiefg of Staff
and shorter reports for the Joint Terget Group., In addition
the RZA Branch has been the chief contributor to the JIC
Weekly. A representetive of the Branch has collaborated
with the Strateglc Burvey Committee on a number of strategic
papers,

The Map Divislon, combining one of the world!s largest
mep libraries with a highly developsd technique of functional
evaluation, has served, among others, the Stete Department,
the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff and Genersl Marshail. Af an
Integral pgrt of the Intelligence work of thie ageﬁcy, the
Hap Divisign's large astalf of professionsl geographers and
cartographers has produced more than six thousand original
meps and d;atributeﬁ over five million map coples, If was
able to fill substantially all of the cartographic require-
ments of the Amerlcan delegations et Cairc, Quebec and San
Francisco,

Throughout the war, B&A staffs have been on duty at
principeal #merican or Allied Theatser headquarters. In
London stratsglic anslyses of the enemy's economic aitustion

were compiied and estimetes made of his food resources,

oll supply and military production as affected by Allied
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bombing. In this work R&A plonsered & new technigue of
sstimating enemy lomzes. These estimntes formed the basis
of target priority llsts and were heavily relied on by AAF
and RAF planners. At Allled Force Head&uartars in Algiers
and later at Caserta R&A participated in detallsd target
priority evaluation as well as order of battle snalysis,
The first exploitation of the wealth of information on the
enemy oil situstion laid open by the sudden capituletion
of Roumenle was made by five R&A target analysis orfficers,
They provided first-hand intelligence_on the results of the
Ploestl bombings, on enemy oll production and on the
destination of oll shipments as well as establishing new
target priorities. Informetion thus made availabls showed
{that_ﬁé&_oil estimutes had been accurate to within rfive -
per cent. ‘In Burma R&A shared the responaibility for the
tactical planning of the Brltish advance. Field men of the
Branch iIn China selected targets for the l4th Alr Force
and furnished the Theater Command specislized topographic
and economic studies for use in strategic plamming.

Reports on the politicel climate in oceupied and enemy
countries were developed by R&A men at the various Theater
headquarters and &3 members of O3S teams Iin Athens, Sofie,
Bucharest, Belgrade as well as In northern Italy, France,
Austrie and Germany. Some of these teams in many instances
preceded military and diplomatic personnel into Russian-

libersted territory and, as their sources were restricted
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by nelther military channels nor diplomstic protocol, their
reports added an sdditional dimension in the fiseld of
political observation. The "European Political Review,"
published and circulated to special “customers" throughout
-tha Eurcpean Theater from December 1944 to Juns 1945, pro-
vided American milltary and clvil affairs officers a political
yardstlck on whicﬁ %o acale their operational planning for
succeeding months. To the Army Civil Affairs snd Nilitary
Government programs R&A has alsc furnished the special
blographlcal lists used in the selectlon of rellable local
personnel to £ill govermment p;sitions In ocecupled regions.
The Branch prepared the originel Civil Affsirs Hendbooks

and contributed to the AMO training program at Charlottes-‘
ville, The larger part of the extensive series of Civil
Affalrs Guides was prepared by the Branch. At the Civil
Affalrs Staging Area in Monterey detailed problems of
military occupatlon of Japan were worked out; and, at present,
a series of Civil Affairs Handbooﬁs on Japan are being rushed
to completion;

The USBR Divlsion, by combining trends developed from

an exhaustive knowledge of Russia with cﬁrrently evallable
Information, has been able to predict many of Russia's most
Importent policy decisions, It has thoroughly studied and
reported with remarkable accuracy her capabilities and in-

tentions. BSpeclal analyses have besn made of grain stocks,
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ammunition supply, port capacities, airfields and rail J*fh#\
' A

tranaportation. In March 1944 the Division presdicted %o LM
the day the length of time between VE-Day and Russia's ;Lwﬂ
declaration of war on Jepan. The USSR hendbook now used

by Amerlcan offiéers working with Soviet citizens was

written by this Division,

At the request of the State Department, the Latin
American Division prepared the dossiers on Argentina for
the American delegatlon at Mexico City, It has also pub-
lished studles of current insteblilicvles in Letin America,
the growth of Argentine power in 1544, the rise of the
S8inarquista movement in Mexico and the Nazl use of anti-
Semitlsm in Latin America. At present the Letin Americsan
Divislion ie preparling besic studies of the major TLatin
Americen countries for the State Department.

The end of the war has broughtan abrupt shift of em~
phasls in R&A activities. Intelligence research facllities
are now occupled largely with the objectlives of the War
Crimes Commlssion, Reparations Commission and the coordinated
"Safehaven™ project. To bulld s foundation for futuwe and
long-range intelligence operations, the present Branch effort
is designed to establish permanent, readlly accessible
sources of intelligence not otherwise obtainable. Captured
enemy archives and official records sare peing examined and,

in cooperetion with the Fleld trhotographle Branch of 0ss,
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detailed strategic photographlc coverage of western Europe,
the Near Esst and China is being made. These efforts, in
combination with R&A's many other ectivities, represent
substantlial progress madé toward the ultimate lntelligence
target, & thorough lmowledge of the other great powers!
capabilities and intventions, on which the strategic decislons
of this nation will be based.

i

Williad J, Donovan
Director
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